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Then and there Switzerland began to rearm. While the
halls of the Palace echoed with the purrs and coos of a
hundred visiting tongues, the Swiss themselves started to
get ready. They have never stopped since that day. With-
out false starts, year by year, steadily and methodically, in a
Graduated way that minimized the shock on her economy,
witzerland spent over a billion francs by the time Germany
invaded Poland. Just as there was no pause in Hitler's
rearmament, there was no pause in Switzerland's, and since
August 1939 she has spent nearly a half billion more. To-
day, every Swiss battalion has automatic rifles, each unit
has i6-mm. machine guns, trench mortars and a comple-
ment of 47-mm. anti-tank guns which are considered the
finest pieces of their size in the world. A half million front-
line troops with this equipment are in their barracks, and
200,000 additional men, fully trained reserves, have their
equipment in their homes. They can reach their mobiliza-
tion stations within two hours.
This means 700,000 fighting men in the mountains at the
moment an attack comes. The main body of the Swiss
Army would hold the passes. There are roughly twenty-six
of these, and the most important passes are regarded as the
most heavily fortified areas in the world to-day. Behind
these passes stretch Guisan's layout of secondary defence
lines, a web of three underground systems, stretching
through the valleys and meadows of Switzerland and open
on both sides to mountains and the interior alike.
And, as to the threat of attack, General Guisan and the
Swiss also are satisfied. If the country is attacked, Germany
and Italy instantly lose the only supply line that connects
them, with the exception of the single railway link through
the Brenner Pass. If Switzerland is attacked, the three
great railroad tunnels leading into the country will be
blown up. If they are blown up, they cannot be rebuilt in
wartime. The Simplon Tunnel is 12 miles long, the St.
Gotthard 10 miles and the Lotschberg 9 miles. It took the
Swiss ten years to dig the Simplon Tunnel. It will take
them ten minutes to destroy it.
" I do not believe they will come," says General
Guisan, as he smokes his pipe and looks over the balcony
at the blacked-out windows of the League of Nations